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Fundraising Ideas

Quarter Challenge Week and Wall of Honor
Milltown School – Bridgewater 

During a designated week, students are challenged to bring in their quarters in the hopes of being the winning classroom.  At Milltown School, the most popular fundraising effort was the “Quarter Water Game.” Students dropped their quarters into a filled water jug hoping to get it into the cup at the bottom.  Winners received a free pass for an extra P.E. class.  This hugely popular game raised $525 and was a big hit with both students and teachers alike.
For a $50 donation, families could place a certificate in honor or in memory of a loved one on a beautifully decorated Wall of Honor.

Charting Success

James Monroe School – Edison 

Every Friday a representative from each class counts how much money was donated by their class.  The results are put on a school wide chart posted in prominent spot in the building.  The top fundraising classes are announced each Friday afternoon.  At James Monroe School, class pride fueled the competition, which certainly helped them become the top fundraising school last year.

Monday Morning Quarter-Back/Sports Day Theme
Cecil Collins Elementary School – Barnegat 

Staff and students are invited to wear their favorite sports clothing provided they give a “Quarter-Back” to “Quarters for the Cure.”  Cecil Collins School tied this creative effort into Super Bowl Sunday, but any day is a good day to show team spirit.
Dress Down Day

Summerfield Elementary School – Neptune 

For schools that do not permit staff and/or students to wear jeans, designate Fridays as a “jeans” day for those staff and/or students who make a specified contribution to Quarters for the Cure.  At Summerfield Elementary, teachers initiated “Wear Jeans for Cancer” day, adding 20 quarters each to the Quarters for the Cure effort.

Student Contest to Fight Cancer
Hunterdon County Polytech – Flemington 

The school hosts a contest among the classes. Each is encouraged to organize a creative way to raise awareness and money using their skills and knowledge.  The class that raises the most money wins a prize or special outing. At Hunterdon County Polytech, they were treated to a private showing at the local movie theater.

Penny Collection Adds Up for Quarters for the Cure

Burlington County Institute of Technology – Medford 

The “Penny Collection” has students fill their particular class jug with as many pennies and as few pieces of silver change as possible.  Competing classes will put silver in each other’s jug, as having silver change in your jug actually deducts from the overall total.  At Burlington County Institute of Technology, they held the “Penny Collection” as part of a school wide Pride Week during which students compete to see which class has the most pride. They do this through small competitions such as “Crazy Games” (a relay-race event), “Dress-Up Days” (students have to dress in their class colors or in a certain style), and the “Penny Collection.” Students raised more than $1,000 through the “Penny Collection,” almost double the previous year.

Clubs Collecting Quarters 
Von E. Mauger Middle School – Middlesex 

School clubs are assigned a specific lunch period during which they display posters they’ve designed and collect quarters with the goal of being the top fundraising club.  Another twist is to have all of the club posters displayed at the same time with a jug under each poster.  Students vote for their favorite poster by putting a quarter in the jug. At Von E. Mauger, students from club P.R.I.D.E. designed posters and displayed them while collecting change during Friday lunch periods in March.

Double Your Money

Ask local businesses and organizations to match the money your students raise from the Quarters for the Cure campaign.  It could be one business/organization per class, multiple businesses/organizations committing a specified amount to the school total, or perhaps the Parent Teacher Organization would match a portion.  Students could design a poster listing all of the sponsors and display it in a prominent place.  
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